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The digital asset revolution 
The crypto crash has not deterred well 

known fund managers from expanding their 

businesses into the digital world. Several 

have announced plans recently. Some will 

offer funds in tokenised form. Others believe 

that digital tech breakthroughs will transform 

how funds are traded. 

In the last few months Abrdn has bought a stake in the UK digital assets 

exchange, Archax. BlackRock has announced plans for a Bitcoin trust for 

institutional investors. It has also agreed to link its Aladdin technology to 

the Coinbase crypto exchange. Schroders has bought a stake in the digital 

asset manager Forteus. Charles Schwab has launched a synthetic ETF giving 

investors exposure to crypto-currencies without actually owning them. And 

Fidelity has added a Bitcoin option for users of its retirement accounts.

Except for Fidelity, whose announcement dates back to April, all these 

managers made mention of their plans for the first time since the crypto 

crash. Of course, in most if not all cases, these fund managers had been 

working towards what they have announced well before the carnage of the 

spring. � Continued on page 7 >>

Risk governance: China
The NED has been expanding its coverage 
of macro risk in response to recent 
geopolitical and market uncertainty. This 
month we examine the ramifications for 
markets of what is happening in China, 
which may well be a much greater threat to 
markets than many currently suppose. 

There is relatively little coverage of the extraordinary events that have been 
taking place in China this year in the financial media. This may be because 
it is difficult to get hold of reliable data of what is going on there. But what is 
known is of concern – not just for China but for all those in the West whose 
investment portfolios include allocations to funds in the Asia-Pacific region.

The well-respected economic commentator, Ambrose Evans Pritchard, calls 
the collapse of China’s real estate market ‘the greatest property bubble in 

world history’. � Continued on page 14 >>

�

Contents
News 	�  2

E-events

Crypto fund governance� 2

Emission reduction investing � 2

Emission reduction investing report� 3

IFI Global launches FSI for the US� 3

Selection Intelligence Service  � 4

Evolution of the fund domiciles� 5

The digital asset revolution 
– continued from page 1� 7

Post-crash reflections� 9

Technical directors wanted� 12

Risk governance: China 
– continued from page 1� 14

The NED’s fund director ratings � 16

The NED leading governance &  
ManCo listings� 18

Non Executive Fund Directors  
Database� 21

For emerging  
& established  
asset classesFund & risk governance



The NED January 2012  1

The NED Subscription Form 

With your NED subscription:

n 12 issues of the publication.

n Attendance at all NED events. 

n Receipt of NED research. The NED has developed a proprietary databank of information on 
investor and manager views on board composition, practise and preferred director qualifications.

n The NED Directory. Subscribers are welcome to be included in the NED Directory of fund directors 
on nedglobal.com.

This form can be completed and saved in Acrobat Reader and then emailed to Tamara Sims

Name:  

Company:

Address:

Email:								

Date:	

Payment options

Direct Transfer
HSBC Bank Plc
Oxford Summertown Branch

Account: IFI Global Ltd 
Bank Account No: 41444530
Sort Code: 40-35-35
IBAN: GB95HBUK40353541444530
SWIFTBIC: HBUKGB4B

For additional information please contact Tamara Sims at sims@ifiglobal.com
IFI Global Ltd, 10 Arthur Street, London EC4R 9AY  Tel: +44 (0) 207 220 9077

The NED is published by IFI Global Ltd, 10 Arthur Street, London EC4R 9AY Tel: +44(0)207 220 9077

Editorial & research enquiries:  	  
Simon Osborn e-mail: osborn@ifiglobal.com

Directory, event & subscription enquiries: 	
Tamara Sims  e-mail: sims@ifiglobal.com

By Cheque (£ Sterling only)
Make cheque payable to:

IFI Global Ltd.

10 Arthur Street

London EC4R 9AY

Registered Office: C/O Critchleys Llp, Beaver House, 23-38 Hythe Bridge St., Oxford, England OX1 2EP   Registered in England: No.7648308

Tel:

 An annual subscription to The NED is £340 
A corporate subscription to The NED is £850
Subscribers in the UK: Add 20% VAT 


	Name: 
	Company: 
	Address: 
	Email: 
	Telephone: 
	Date: 
	Payment: Off
	Send: 


